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Diversity Series

• Pace University’s Diverse students
– Located in Lower Manhattan-resident and 

commuter students
– 80+ countries represented 
– Strong GLBTQQI presence on campus
– Disability Service housed within the Center
– Hate crimes-Muslim population



Research

• Scholarly journals
• Websites
• Centers of Service and Study-Phone calls 

to centers providing services to diverse 
individuals



Development and Production
• Culled data from the sources
• Spoke with experts
• Once the content was decided mock ups were 

made and disseminated to
– Students, Staff, Faculty
– Other Counseling Centers
– Grantees at the 2007 Grantee meeting

• Feedback was incorporated and new mock ups 
were made and disseminated again

• Once complete, accompanying posters were made



The Result 

– Asian American
– African American
– Latino
– Muslim

• International 
• Disabled 
• GLBT

Series of 7 brochures representing major 
diverse student groups:

















Training Vignette #1 for 
Residence Life Training

•Accompanying vignette training 
tool used for Resident Assistant 
training 

•Role play format with audience

•Used after a more basic 
gatekeeper training is used

•

 

Juan is a 19-year-old, gay, Puerto Rican American male who 
transferred to Pace from a small school in Massachusetts. This is 
his first semester at Pace and he has been having some trouble 
adjusting to the new school environment and city life. He moved 
to NYC hoping for a richer college life experience, but feels 
disconnected from other students and campus life. He feels very 
sad about having left his family in Massachusetts, but wants to 
prove that he can be independent. He talks to his family once in

 

a 
while, but does not have as much contact with them as he used to

 
when he was in Massachusetts. When he lived near his family, he 
would attend church with them regularly on Sundays, which has 
always been a big part of his life. Juan has not recently had the 
motivation to go the church during the week or weekends. He 
also doesn’t know if the churches in the area will be accepting of 
his sexual orientation.

•

 

You have noticed that Juan has been acting aloof lately and has not 
been attending the activities in the residence hall during Wellness 
Week. When you ask him how he is doing, he doesn’t say much 
and appears sad. His roommate said that he has been cutting 
classes and has not been doing his homework. He failed a math 
exam last week even though math is usually his strongest subject. 
His roommate also said that he has been fighting with his dad on

 
the phone about money. The arguments have become pretty 
heated and Juan got so angry the other day that he punched a hole 
in the wall. 

•

 

Risk factors: isolation from spiritual community, academic problems, 
recent loss (move to NYC), stigma against sexuality

•
•

 

Symptoms: conflict with father

 

 missing class

 

 not completing homework  



Vignette #2
•

 

Miki is a 19-year-old female who came to the U.S. from Japan to pursue her studies

 

in business. This is her 
second year at Pace and she seems to have made a lot of friends at school and in the city. She has been dating a 
few different males on and off since she came to the U.S., but has not found much satisfaction in these 
relationships. She feels that they do not understand her or her culture and she feels that these guys use her only 
for her body. She has been having sex with the guys she has dated and has not always used protection. Miki was 
raised mainly by her mother in Japan and does not have much contact with her father. Her parents separated 
when she was about 12 years old, but she does know that her father used to hit her with a bamboo stick when 
she misbehaved. Miki also remembers that her mother was very sad

 

all the time when she was growing up and 
that her family has some unspoken history of depression. 

•

 

Miki has been talking recently about wanting to go home to be with her mother. She feels like summer break is 
too far away, but she doesn’t have the money to make a trip back before then. Miki says she has not been 
sleeping well and you haven’t seen her in the dining hall recently. Her roommate is concerned because she has 
not been attending classes in the past week and says she feels “weak”

 

all the time. When you talk to her in the 
hallway, she doesn’t seem to be paying attention or say much. Her roommate suggested talking to someone at 
the Counseling Center, but Miki got mad and said “You think I’m crazy??”

 

After that suggestion, Miki took out 
a bottle of Tylenol and counted out 20 pills on the dresser. She

 

asked her roommate how many pills are too 
many to take.

•

 

Risk factors: unwilling to seek help b/c

 

of stigma in seeking help, homesickness, Asian values conflict with mainstream

•

•

 

Symptoms: social withdrawal, feeling misunderstood, unprotected sexual practices

•



Diversity Public Service 
Announcements – 30 second 

versionHave you ever felt so hopeless 
that you did not want to wake 
up in the morning?  Suicidal 
thoughts and feelings are not 
as uncommon as you might 
think.

• In fact, did you know that African- 
Americans are less likely to 
disclose thoughts or feelings 
related to suicide?  

• In fact, did you know that Asian- 
Americans have one of the 
highest rates of suicide? 

• In fact, did you know that 
International students often 
experience culture shock and 
depression? Such Depression can

• In fact, did you know that Latinos 
are at higher risk for attempting 
suicide than individuals from 
many other ethnic groups? 

• In fact, did you know that Lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and transgendered 
students have more suicide 
attempts than their heterosexual 
peers?  

If you are thinking of ending 
your life, caring, professional 
counselors are available at the 
Pace University Counseling 
Center. Please Contact us at 
212-346-2526 or come by our 
office at 156 William St. 12th

Floor. Don’t suffer in silence. 
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