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Substance Abuse and Suicide 
 

 Suicide is the leading cause of death among people 

with substance use disorders 

 Shared risk and protective factors 

 Overlapping populations seen by mental health and 

substance abuse providers 

(Zeller, SAMHSA, 2013) 



 

GLS Key Informant Interviews  
 

Challenges to collaborating with 

substance abuse prevention: 

 

• Absence of shared goals/language 

• Inadequate cross-training 

• Political context/resistance from 

leadership 

• Turf issues 

 



 

Barriers to Collaboration 
 

 

• Differing philosophies and funding 

streams between mental health and 

substance abuse professionals 

• Campus readiness for change 

• Lack of leadership 

• Turf issues 

 



 

Facilitators to Collaboration 
 

 

• Leadership 

• Coalitions and task forces 

• Shared understanding of the 

continuum of care (prevention, 

treatment and maintenance) 

 



Language Matters: Resource 
 



Benefits of Collaboration 



Collaboration Continuum 



Resources 

SPRC Substance Abuse and Suicide Prevention Collaboration Continuum 

http://www.sprc.org/states/collaborationcontinuum 

 

SAMHSA National Prevention Week Toolkit 

http://store.samhsa.gov/product/National-Prevention-Week-2013-Participant-Toolkit/SMA14-4687 

  

SAMHSA’s CAPT page on Prescription Drug Abuse and Misuse 

http://captus.samhsa.gov/prevention-practice/targeted-prevention/prescription-drug-abuse 

  

SAMHSA Opioid Overdose Prevention Toolkit 

http://store.samhsa.gov/product/Opioid-Overdose-Prevention-Toolkit/SMA13-4742 

 

SAMHSA’s “Talk, They Hear You” Underage Drinking Prevention Campaign 

http://beta.samhsa.gov/underage-drinking 

  

STOP Underage Drinking 

https://www.stopalcoholabuse.gov/ 

  

SAMHSA Underage Drinking Prevention YouTube videos 

http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL6F25AC126268A2B3 
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Contact Us 

Sheila Krishnan, MPH 
Campus Prevention Specialist 

Suicide Prevention Resource Center 

Education Development Center, Inc.  

skrishnan@edc.org 

Visit the SPRC website!: www.sprc.org  

mailto:skrishnan@edc.org
http://www.sprc.org/

