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What is ‘Evidence?’ 

“The available body of facts  or 

information indicating whether a belief 

or proposition is true” (New Oxford 

American Dictionary,2001) 

 

“Evidence concerns facts (actual or 

asserted) intended for use in support of 

a conclusion.” (Canadian Health 

Services Research Foundation, 2004) 

“Evidence comprises the interpretation of 

empirical data derived from formal research or 

systematic investigations using science or social 

science methods.” (Rychetnik et al, 2002) 

 

“Evidence can be defined as information 

or facts that are systematically obtained, 

i.e. obtained in a manner that is replicable, 

observable, credible, verifiable, or 

basically supportable.”  (Rycroft-Malone & 

Stetler, 2004)  

 “For public health professional evidence 

is some form of data  - including 

epidemiologic (quantitative) data, results 

of program or policy evaluations, and 

qualitative data  - for use in making 

judgments or decisions,” (Brownson, 

Fielding,  and Maylahn, 2009) 
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What is Experiential 

Evidence? 

• The collective experience and expertise 

of those who have practiced or lived in a 

particular setting.  

• The knowledge and expertise of subject 

matter experts.  



Putting it all Together: 
Evidence-Based Decision Making 

Key Characteristics 

• Transparency 

• Inclusiveness/Participation 

• Openness/Explicitness 

• Skilled Leadership 

• Defined Process 
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http://vetoviolence.cdc.gov/evidence  
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